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Experience Finland 



2 



For education and learning 

Education is free at all levels   

Equal opportunities for all the children for schooling 

Special needs education is generally provided in 

conjunction with mainstream education   

Efforts to support language minorities and migrants  

Life-long learning in focus 

Sharing, using, developing existing best practices 

National core curriculum leaves room for local variations 

 

Corner stones in Finnish Education system: 
promoting democratic values and practices 
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EARLY YEARS EDUCATION  

AND CARE 
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For education and learning 

Global vrs Finnish 

 

Pasi Sahlberg in a speach for Harvard University 
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Lessons from Finland 

More collaboration less competition 

Prevention is cheaper than repair 

School readiness: ”School ready for children, not 

children ready for school” 

Enhanced equity improves quality 

Source: What can the world learn from educational change in Finland? Pasi Sahlberg, director general of the Centre for 

International Mobility and Cooperation 
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Matriculation exam 
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Vocational education and training 

 
Vocational education and training is offered in 8 different 

fields: 

Culture 

Humanities and education 

Natural resources and the environment 

Social services, health and sports 

Social sciences, business and administration 

Natural sciences 

Technology and transport 

Tourism, catering and domestic services 

 

https://studyinfo.fi/wp2/en/vocational-education-and-training/mita-ammatillisessa-voi-opiskella/culture/
https://studyinfo.fi/wp2/en/vocational-education-and-training/mita-ammatillisessa-voi-opiskella/humanities-and-education/
https://studyinfo.fi/wp2/en/vocational-education-and-training/mita-ammatillisessa-voi-opiskella/natural-resources-and-the-environment/
https://studyinfo.fi/wp2/en/vocational-education-and-training/mita-ammatillisessa-voi-opiskella/social-services-health-and-sports/
https://studyinfo.fi/wp2/en/vocational-education-and-training/mita-ammatillisessa-voi-opiskella/social-sciences-business-and-administration/
https://studyinfo.fi/wp2/en/vocational-education-and-training/mita-ammatillisessa-voi-opiskella/natural-sciences/
https://studyinfo.fi/wp2/en/vocational-education-and-training/mita-ammatillisessa-voi-opiskella/technology-and-transport/
https://studyinfo.fi/wp2/en/vocational-education-and-training/mita-ammatillisessa-voi-opiskella/tourism-catering-and-domestic-services/


For education and learning 

Trends in VET in Finland 

• VET is an attractive choice – not a second 

choice  

• Almost 50 % of comprehensive school leavers 

continue in upper secondary vocational 

education 

• Number of students in initial VET has increased 

(from 148 000  to 172 500 during 2004-2015) 
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Preparatory education for upper secondary 

vocational education and training 

 
Before you start upper secondary vocational education and training, you 

can participate in VALMA, short for pre-vocational preparatory education 

for immigrants. This programme helps improve  language skills and other 

abilities that are needed for studying according to the student’s individual 

study plan. Preparatory education lasts between 6 and 12 months. 
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Being a VET teacher in Finland… 

Teaching profession has 

high esteem 

VET teachers seen as their 

own specific group within the 

teaching profession 

Strong connection with 

working life 
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Being a teacher in Finland 

Teachers in Finland are autonomous professionals, 

respected for making a difference to young people’s lives 

Teachers in Finland get a great deal of freedom to 

meet students’ needs: the national curriculum is very 

short and non-prescriptive. 

The national curriculum includes the objectives and core contents for 

different school subjects, but schools and districts create their own 

curricula within the framework of the national core curriculum. Teachers 

get to decide how they help their students to reach the objectives. 

More that 95% of teachers belong to the teachers’ union 

(OAJ) 
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OECD: Education at a Glance 2016 
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Education in Finland 

 
 
 
 
www.minedu.fi 
Ministry of Education and Culture 
information in Finnish, Swedish and English 
 
 
www.oph.fi 
Finnish National Board of Education 
information in Finnish, Swedish and English 
aapo.koukku@oph.fi 
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"Why Finland has best education system in the 

world" 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ntdYxqRce_s 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ntdYxqRce_s


www.laurea.fi 6.5.2018 

Anna Ikonen  

Anna.Ikonen@laurea.fi 

 

+358400164482 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/annaikonen1 

mailto:Anna.Ikonen@laurea.fi
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Good reading 

http://www.studyinfinland.fi/ 

http://www.cimo.fi/instancedata/prime_product_

julkaisu/cimo/embeds/cimowwwstructure/18941_

finland_in_focus_web.pdf 

 

http://www.studyinfinland.fi/
http://www.studyinfinland.fi/
http://www.cimo.fi/instancedata/prime_product_julkaisu/cimo/embeds/cimowwwstructure/18941_finland_in_focus_web.pdf
http://www.cimo.fi/instancedata/prime_product_julkaisu/cimo/embeds/cimowwwstructure/18941_finland_in_focus_web.pdf
http://www.cimo.fi/instancedata/prime_product_julkaisu/cimo/embeds/cimowwwstructure/18941_finland_in_focus_web.pdf
http://www.cimo.fi/instancedata/prime_product_julkaisu/cimo/embeds/cimowwwstructure/18941_finland_in_focus_web.pdf

