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Together we are stronger

This is Finland ...

Equality in education “full service-schools”
* No school fees

* Free school transport

* Free school material

* Free hot school meal since 1948

» Health and dental services

* Psychological counselling

* Inclusion

* Religion with respect to family values
e 20 universities

» 28 polytechnics




Corner stones in Finnish Education system:
promoting democratic values and practices

¢ Education is free at all levels
¢ Equal opportunities for all the children for schooling

¢ Special needs education is generally provided in
conjunction with mainstream education

Efforts to support language minorities and migrants
Life-long learning in focus

Sharing, using, developing existing best practices
National core curriculum leaves room for local variations

For education and learning



Tell me ang T Forgel—,;

Show me dnd I may remember;
Involve me and LIl underskand.

Chinese proverb

For education and learning
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Basic education
schools
Pre-primary education - 6-year-olds
Early childhood education and care (ECEC)
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Global vrs Finnish

lobal " ducational The Finnish
eform "'ovement Way

COMPETITION COLLABORATION

STANDARDIZATION

TES-BASED
ACCOUNTABILITY ‘ ONSIBILITY

CHOICE — EQUITY

Pasi Sahlberg in a speach for Harvard University
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| essons from Finland

¢ More collaboration less competition
¢ Prevention is cheaper than repair
¢ School readiness: "School ready for children, not

children ready for school”
¢ Enhanced equity improves quality

Source: What can the world learn from educational change in Finland? Pasi Sahlberg, director general of the Cen
International Mobility and Cooperation

For education and learning
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Distribution of lesson hours in general
upper secondary education

Compulsory courses 47-51
Minimum total of specialisation courses 10
Minimum total number of courses 75

For education and learning



Distribution of courses 2016 ->
sample of subjects

Subject Compulsory Specialisation
courses courses

Mother tongue & literature 6 3
A-language 6 2
B-language 5 2

Other languages 8+8
Mathematics 6-10 2-3
Environment & science 5 16
Humanities & social sciences 1" 14

Arts, crafts & sports 4-6 7

For education and learning



' FINNISH NATIONAL
BOARD OF EDUCATION

Matriculation exam

One or more optional
tests possible

Biannual

Minimum 4 tests

Mother tongue + 3 of the

following:

— 2" national language

— foreign language

— mathematics

— general studies (one subject
in sciences and humanities) Pholo: Hanna Antila
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Vocational education and training Qi
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Vocational education and training is offered in 8 different
fields:

Culture

Humanities and education

Natural resources and the environment
Social services, health and sports

Social sciences, business and administration
Natural sciences

Technology and transport

Tourism, catering and domestic services N\
i

® ¢ 6 6 6 0 O O

For education and learning — N —


https://studyinfo.fi/wp2/en/vocational-education-and-training/mita-ammatillisessa-voi-opiskella/culture/
https://studyinfo.fi/wp2/en/vocational-education-and-training/mita-ammatillisessa-voi-opiskella/humanities-and-education/
https://studyinfo.fi/wp2/en/vocational-education-and-training/mita-ammatillisessa-voi-opiskella/natural-resources-and-the-environment/
https://studyinfo.fi/wp2/en/vocational-education-and-training/mita-ammatillisessa-voi-opiskella/social-services-health-and-sports/
https://studyinfo.fi/wp2/en/vocational-education-and-training/mita-ammatillisessa-voi-opiskella/social-sciences-business-and-administration/
https://studyinfo.fi/wp2/en/vocational-education-and-training/mita-ammatillisessa-voi-opiskella/natural-sciences/
https://studyinfo.fi/wp2/en/vocational-education-and-training/mita-ammatillisessa-voi-opiskella/technology-and-transport/
https://studyinfo.fi/wp2/en/vocational-education-and-training/mita-ammatillisessa-voi-opiskella/tourism-catering-and-domestic-services/
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Trends in VET in Finland

« VET iIs an attractive choice — not a second
choice

 Almost 50 % of comprehensive school leavers

continue In upper secondary vocational
education

« Number of students in initial VET has increased
(from 148 000 to 172 500 during 2004-2015)

For education and learning



o Preparatory education for upper secondary
vocational education and training

¢  Before you start upper secondary vocational education and training, you
can participate in VALMA, short for pre-vocational preparatory education
for immigrants. This programme helps improve language skills and other
abilities that are needed for studying according to the student’s individual
study plan. Preparatory education lasts between 6 and 12 months.

For education and learning
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National requirements for upper
secondary vocational qualifications

Vocational units 135 cp
* On-the-job learning

* Basic and field-specific study units

« Specialising study units

* Other optional units

« Skills tests

Core units 35 cp

e.g. communication, social, mathematical & world of work competences and skills

Free-choice units 10 cp

(cp = competence point, numerical representation of the overall
weight of learning outcomes in a qualification.)

For education and learning
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Being a VET teacher in Finland...

» Teaching profession has
high esteem

»VET teachers seen as their
own specific group within the
teaching profession

» Strong connection with
working life

For education and learning
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Being a teacher in Finland

¢ Teachers in Finland are autonomous professionals,
respected for making a difference to young people’s lives

¢ Teachers in Finland get a great deal of freedom to
meet students’ needs: the national curriculum is very
short and non-prescriptive.

The national curriculum includes the objectives and core contents for
different school subjects, but schools and districts create their own
curricula within the framework of the national core curriculum. Teachers
get to decide how they help their students to reach the objectives.

¢ More that 95% of teachers belong to the teachers’ union
(OAJ)

For education and learning
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Most teachers are required
a master’s degree

Kindergarten teachers
180 ECTS

(3 'y'EElI'S) Teachers

of vocational Principals:
Class teachers studies: teacher education

300 ECTS Master’s , Bachelor's + e.g. certificate

(5 years) + work experience+ in educational

pedagogical studies administration
of 60 ECTS)

Subject teachers
300 ECTS
(5-6 years)

For education and learning
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Teacher training institutions

can select heavily
Intake into teacher education 2015 (% of those who applied)

o

Class teachereducation 1 1 OAJ

Subjectiteachereducation 10 OA) - 53 %

Vocational teacher.education 28 0/ 0

FNBE, Vipunen.fi, universities

For education and learning
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Teacher and principal salaries in Finland

(permanent contract, average gross salaries per month 2014)

kindergarten teacher 2,600 €
class teacher, primary education 3,500 €
subject teacher, lower secondary 3,900 €
subject teacher, general upper secondary 4,500 €
principal, lower secondary education 5,500 €
principal, general upper secondary 5,800 €

Average salary in the municipal sector in Finland 2014:
3,094 € (men 3,652 €, women 2,952 €)

For education and learning
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Teachers'salaries in primary education
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Salary is not the reason to become a
teacher Salaries in the municipal sector in 2014
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' Lower secondary teachers Statistics Finland, Taloussanomat
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90 % satisfied

Teachers feel valued with their job

70 % would
choose teaching
again

60 % think that
their work is
valued in society

OECD Talis 2013

For education and learning
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TALIS 2013: | think that the teaching
profession is valued in society

>

70

P ¢ o ¢ @
OECD Talis 2013

For education and learning



0 Education in Finland
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www.minedu.fi
Ministry of Education and Culture
Information in Finnish, Swedish and English

www.oph.fi

Finnish National Board of Education
Information in Finnish, Swedish and English
aapo.koukku@oph.fi

For education and learning
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"Why Finland has best education system in the
world"

>

¢ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ntdYxqRce s

For education and learning


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ntdYxqRce_s
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Working hard for something e

we don't care about is called stress.

Working hard for something

we love is called passion.

— Simon Sinek

Anna lkonen
Anna.lkonen®@laurea.fi

+358400164482
https://www.linkedin.com/in/annaikonen1

www.laurea.fi
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Good reading i

http://www.studyinfinland.fi/

http://www.cimo.fi/instancedata/prime_product
julkaisu/cimo/embeds/cimowwwstructure/18941

finland_in_focus_web.pdf



http://www.studyinfinland.fi/
http://www.studyinfinland.fi/
http://www.cimo.fi/instancedata/prime_product_julkaisu/cimo/embeds/cimowwwstructure/18941_finland_in_focus_web.pdf
http://www.cimo.fi/instancedata/prime_product_julkaisu/cimo/embeds/cimowwwstructure/18941_finland_in_focus_web.pdf
http://www.cimo.fi/instancedata/prime_product_julkaisu/cimo/embeds/cimowwwstructure/18941_finland_in_focus_web.pdf
http://www.cimo.fi/instancedata/prime_product_julkaisu/cimo/embeds/cimowwwstructure/18941_finland_in_focus_web.pdf

